Mariemont Police Department

E-Bike Safety and Regulations

E-bikes have rapidly become the transportation method of choice for teenagers, offering a fun and convenient way to get
around. However, that freedom comes with responsibility. When young riders don’t know or choose not to follow local
and state regulations, a quick trip can easily become a safety hazard. E-bike usage has surged over the past years on
Village trails, streets, and parks—particularly among younger riders. To keep everyone safe, Mariemont Police
Department is urging compliance with the following rules and safety guidelines.

Knowing the Rules of the Road in the Village of Mariemont, how and where you ride matters:

o Sidewalks: E-bikes are permitted on sidewalks only if the motor is turned off.

o Streets: When riding on the street, e-bikes must operate under standard motor vehicle laws. This means riders
must come to a complete stop at stop signs and use proper hand signals.

o Trail Restrictions: E-bikes are allowed in Village parks if the motor is turned off. Furthermore, gas-powered
vehicles and dirt bikes are banned on Village park paths.

e Speed & Age Limits: An e-bike’s motor cannot exceed 20 mph when used on Village sidewalks/shared trails.
Under current regulations, individuals under 18 are prohibited from operating e-bikes capable of reaching
speeds of 28 mph or more.

Shared Trails and Pedestrian Safety

Increased speeds have led to a rise in community complaints. Residents have frequently called the Police Department
stating young e-bike riders are speeding down trails, streets and in parks without regard for pedestrians. The Village
wants to emphasize the importance of being predictable, maintaining safe speeds, and giving others plenty of space to
pass.

Proactive Safety Tips for Riders
Crashes at high speeds can result in serious injuries, making helmet use non-negotiable.

Riders should follow these safety protocols:
*Gear Up: Always wear a helmet, protective glasses, and safety gear.
*Mount Safely: Always mount the e-bike with the motor turned off and the brakes fully engaged.
eAccount for Weight: Because e-bikes carry additional weight, they gain momentum quickly. Exercise extreme
caution when traveling downhill or navigating tight turns.
eCommunicate: Learn and use clear hand signals to indicate when you are turning, starting, or slowing down.

A Note for Parents: Choosing the right bicycle model and ensuring proper parental supervision are critical to keeping young
riders free from harm.
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