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BALANCED BUDGET 

For the tenth year in a row, we ended the year with over $1,000,000 in the General Fund.  

Although it took some hard work and tough decisions to make it happen, we also ended 2010 

with a balanced budget.  This was due, in large part, to eliminating all but two of the full-time 

positions in the Fire Department and combing the two Police Chief and Fire Chief positions 

into one position held by Rick Hines.  With Jeff Travers as the full-time Assistant Fire Chief 

and Tim Feichtner as the full-time Fire Marshal and all other Fire Department personnel being 

part-time, our salary expenditures were greatly  reduced.  It was our 2009 Council that made those really tough decisions 

and the current Council’s support of those decisions that allowed us to keep our budget on track in the very hard economic 

conditions we have all experienced in the past couple of years.  My thanks goes out to all of them for being able to balance 

the budget despite the tough economy, the cost of the ash borer infestation, and the lawsuit settlement we had to pay to 

John Altman.  There were many more individuals and reasons for this fantastic year, which I will cover in my Address to 

the Village so that I can recognize all those persons and organizations that made 2010 such a great year.   

 

PAUL TONTILLO ANNOUNCES TRANSFER 

One of the people who helped guide Council through these rough economic times was our Clerk, Paul 

Tontillo, who announced that he accepted a transfer to Tennessee and had to resign his position as Clerk, 

effective January 31st.  Paul did a wonderful job for the Village and we will miss him.  Fortunately, our 

Treasurer, Tony Borgerding, has agreed to become our new Clerk, effective February 1st and resident Andy 

Kulesza will become our new Treasurer, effective March 1st.  I cannot thank Paul enough for all the hard 

work he put in during his time as Clerk and all he has done to prepare Tony to take over for him.  I hope 

you will all join with me in wishing Paul and his family all the best in their new home in Tennessee.  

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT DESERVES THANKS 

Another measure that helped us to balance the budget was that our fire department took on several 

projects and did a great job on every one of them.  They repaired the bus stop shelter on Miami Road at 

the corner of Rembold Avenue and it looks great. They installed a privacy fence behind the Municipal 

Building to hide the office’s trash cans and emergency generator, greatly improving the view for our 

neighbors and passers-by. They are also working to repair the posting boards throughout the Village.  

We really appreciated the fire department taking on these extra tasks and Fire Marshal Tim Feichtner for heading up these 

projects.  Special thanks goes out, too, to Boyd Collett who did the lion’s share of the work to remodel the Police 

Department.  With the members of the Fire Department using their skills to complete these tasks, they saved the Village 

thousands of dollars. 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT RECEIVES SAFETY AWARD 

The Mariemont Police Department received a Platinum Award from the AAA Community 

Traffic Safety Program on December 1, 2010, at AAA’s annual awards banquet.  The AAA 

traffic safety program is a national program. Only seven of the top awards were given out in the 

Tri-State area for 2010.  Criteria for receiving the award requires that a department reduce auto 

accidents and auto accident injuries, enforce seat belt laws, O.V.I. enforcement, and traffic safety 

education within the community, just to name a few.  Mariemont Police Chief Richard Hines 

assigned Lt. Tom Ostendarp to administer the program in 2009. Under Lt. Ostendarp’s direction, 

the Village received the Gold Award in 2009, after just one year of participation in the program.  

Receiving the platinum award in 2010 was a huge accomplishment.  Chief Hines said he gives all 

the credit to the officers for their diligent work in the area of traffic safety. Keeping Village 

streets safe is a top priority. He also wanted to commend Lt. Ostendarp for keeping the statistics 

and reporting all the required information to AAA in a timely manner. The department is very 

proud of this award, and will work hard to keep the top honor for 2011 and in future years. 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT HIRES NEW OFFICER   
The Police Department has hired a new officer to replace Lt. Rick Van Pelt, who retired in 2010.  

Cameron Shaw joined the department on November 14, 2010.  He is a 2008 graduate of Williamsburg 

High School and a graduate of the University of Cincinnati’s Clermont College Police Academy.  Officer 

Shaw is currently completing his field training and, upon completion, he will be assigned to the 3pm – 

11:30pm shift.  We are very excited to have Officer Shaw join our police force and we are expecting 

great things from him.  

 

OUTSTANDING CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 

Forms are now available in the Village office for anyone wishing to nominate a Mariemont resident for Outstanding 

Citizen of the Year.  To qualify, a nominee must be a living current or past resident of the Village who has made a major 

contribution to the quality of life in the Village.  Employees and elected officials cannot be nominated.  Nominations need 

to be turned in at the Village office by March 18th.  

 

 

 

Paul Tontillo 



TWO IMPORTANT NOTICES – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
 

 

TAX OFFICE OFFERS ALTERNATIVE TO PAPER FORMS 

The Village Tax department is excited to offer an alternative to mailing paper tax forms; 

instead, a personalized URL will be mailed in January.  You will be connected to your 

personal website where you can access the online preparation tool that will calculate both 

the tax due and the allowable credits for you OR you can enter your figures on an 

interactive form.  You can also print a blank form.  Either way, you must print and mail 

the form with all documents and payment to the Tax Office.  No data is transferred 

electronically.  There is also an option on the Online Preparation Tool to see the amount 

of your estimated payments.  You must enter your name and account number to access this option.  The letter that you will 

receive in January will have your account number and PIN printed on it.  It is important that you keep that letter for use by 

you or your tax preparer.  If you do not have the use of a computer, you can contact the Tax Office and a form will be 

mailed to you.  Forms will also be available to be picked up at the Administration Building and the Tax Office.  The 

personnel in the Tax Office will complete your Mariemont Final return for you.  There is no charge for this service.  

Deadline for filing your 2010 Final Return is April 18, 2011. 

 

 

TRASH STICKERS MUST BE USED CORRECTLY FOR SERVICE 

Some residents were somehow led to believe they did not need to put a trash 

sticker on their trash cans if they put the cans at the curb instead of leaving 

them by the house.  This is NOT correct! A new sticker must be placed on the 

outside of the lid each time the can is to be emptied.  Effective immediately, 

Rumpke will NOT empty any trash can that DOES NOT have a sticker on it, 

even if the can is at the curb.  Additionally, if your trash can is larger than 45 

gallons, you must use TWO stickers, whether you are using the old $1.00 

stickers or the new $2.00 stickers.  Rumpke will be strictly following this rule.  

Rules for yard waste remain the same.  Use clear plastic or biodegradable brown paper lawn waste bags and place the 

bags at the curb. Also, during 2010, Rumpke tried to improve efficiency by having drivers assigned to the Village collect 

both recycling and trash.  They were to pick up recycling in the morning, go to the facility and dump that load and then 

come back to pick up trash.  Beginning last month, Rumpke decided to go back to the old system and is now sending 

trucks specifically to get recycling and trucks specifically to get trash, with both trucks beginning their routes in the 

morning.  Therefore, residents need to have both their recycling and their trash ready for pick up, with a sticker on each 

can by 7 AM. 

 

 

LET IT SNOW!  

Thanks to our Service Department for the great job they have done keeping our streets clear during the 

snowy weather we have had this winter.  Even when all the other communities are complaining about 

road conditions, Mariemont streets are always plowed and salted.  It’s important, too, for residents to 

clear their sidewalks whenever possible.  The Mariemont Civic Association will gladly assist any senior 

citizens in the Village by shoveling their sidewalks.  Please contact me at 561-2619 if you need help. 

 

 

STUDENTS HELP WITH CLEAN UP  

When students in Ms. Baas’s Business Studies class at Mariemont High 

School had to chose a service project, they decided they would volunteer 

to clean up Dogwood Park.  They collected several bags of trash and 

other debris from the park, the trail and from around the swimming pool.  

The students’ work made a big difference in the appearance of the area 

and their efforts were certainly appreciated. 

 

 

WHAT A DAY FOR A WEDDING!  

Long-time Village resident Phil Bender should never forget his wedding anniversary!  He and fellow 

Mariemont resident Janet Clearly were married on January 1st at 1:11 in the morning.  That makes their 

anniversary 1/1/11 at 1:11.  Congratulations to the Benders!  We wish them all the best!  

                    

                     

            Sincerely, 

 

 

            Dan Policastro, Mayor  

 


