
Village of Mariemont 
6907 Wooster Pike 

Mariemont, Ohio  45227 
(513) 271-3246 

www.mariemont.org 
 

Photo shows trees growing 

into power lines behind 

Chipotle’s on Wooster Pike  

All trash should be in a sturdy can 
covered with a tight-fitting lid 

Trash should not be uncovered, 
stacked on top of can or left in bags 

THIS NOT THIS 

 When setting your trash out, it should look like . . . 

 

All trash should be in a sturdy can 
covered with a tight-fitting lid 

Trash should not be uncovered, 
stacked on top of can or left in bags 

THIS NOT THIS 

 When setting your trash out, it should look like . . . 

 

All trash should be in a sturdy can 
covered with a tight-fitting lid 

Trash should not be uncovered, 
stacked on top of can or left in bags 

THIS NOT THIS 

 When setting your trash out, it should look like . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    
 

 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING REDEDICATED 
On March 29th, a brief ceremony was held to rededicate the Village of Mariemont Municipal 
Building in memory of our former Mayor and Police Chief, Don 

Shanks.  The building will now be known as the Col. Donald L. Shanks 
Municipal Building.  With donations we received, the Village was able 

to purchase a plaque to hang over the main entrance to the building, as 
well as one for a boulder that sits next to the entrance.  The boulder was 

donated by Evans Landscaping.  Donations also covered the cost of a display case for memorabilia and 

information about Chief Shanks, as well as a plaque for the lobby and shutters for the front of the building.  
None of this would have been possible without the generosity of the Shanks family and all those who 
contributed.  We are proud to be able to honor the memory of a man who dedicated so many years of 

service to our community.   
 
SPRING IS HERE...AND SO ARE THE CRITTERS!  

As the weather gets warmer, rodents and other scavengers start venturing out and looking for a free meal.  Open trash cans are their 
favorite source of food.  This could explain the increase in calls we have received about rodent sightings.  There is no way the 
Village can resolve this issue without residents complying with the ordinances regarding disposal of trash.  Several years ago, the 

Village passed an ordinance requiring all trash be kept IN CANS WITH TIGHT-FITTING LIDS.  One reason for this legislation 
was to discourage wildlife such as raccoons, rodents and possums from 
coming into our yards and green spaces.  Another was to avoid unsightly 

trash, such as seen in the picture on the far right, which detracts from the 
uniqueness and beauty that makes us proud to call the Village of 
Mariemont our home.  The Village will be doing its part by having the 

Police Department be on the lookout for violations during their regular 
patrols.  The last thing we want to do is cite residents for these violations, 

so when the Police first spot someone with an open trash can, they will 
issue a warning to that person.  However, if that person fails to comply 
by using a can with a tight fitting lid, the Police will have to issue them a 

citation.  Also, remember to rinse out all cans & bottles before putting 
them into recycling bins.    
 

SERVICE DEPARTMENT SUPERINTENDENT GRADUATES FROM TREE SCHOOL 

On March 20th, John Scherpenberg, our Service Department Superintendent, graduated from the Tree 
Commission Academy.   This Academy, offered by the Urban Forestry Division of the Ohio Department of 

Natural Resources, is a series of courses based on four educational classes or "grade levels" that help 
participants understand the basics of urban forestry and their role in the public management of the resources.  
The program is designed for municipal officials and others responsible for setting up an urban forestry plan 

and budget.  It teaches the correct methods for completing a tree inventory, creating a master planting plan 
with balanced and varied specimens, tree-planting and mulching methods, pruning schedules, conducting tree 

inspections, working with the Parks Advisory Board, and guiding volunteers.  John’s completion of the Tree Commission Academy 

will help us to maintain our Tree City USA designation and allow us to apply for the Growth Award in 2014 and may make us 
more eligible for urban forestry grants.  Plus John can now make a lot of decisions concerning the health of the older trees, saving 

the cost of an arborist’s services.  
 
TREES TO BE CUT FROM POWER LINES IN PROACTIVE RESPONSE TO POWER OUTAGES    
As you know, during the spring and summer months when we get frequent thunderstorms, certain 

pockets of the Village experience regular three to four day long power outages.  In the past, Duke 
Energy has attributed these outages to those typically associated with storms, but did not feel there 
was any on-going issue.  After several meetings with Bob Bandenburg of Duke Energy, I was able to 

convince them that we must be proactive to prevent these interruptions, taking into account such 
dangerous situations as our senior citizens going without air conditioning for several days as they did 
last year.   Based on information provided by Councilman Joe Stelzer, we investigated the lines 

behind Chipotle on Wooster Pike in Fairfax and Duke Energy confirmed the vegetation there 
definitely needed to be addressed and that some poles needed to be replaced.  They found trees that 

threatened to bring lines down and otherwise interfere with service.  Duke Energy is now bringing in 
their vegetation crew to either trim or completely remove trees from that area in an effort to prevent 
this problem from happening in the future.  A similar effort is being made in the area along Petoskey Avenue behind Windsor 

Square Condominiums.  Several trees that are in decline were interfering with a trunk line at that location and have been removed. 
 
BROKEN DUKE ENERGY UTILITY COVERS IN STREET 
If you have a utility cover in the road in front of your home that looks like the one at the right 

and it is crumbling or broken, please notify the Village office at 271-3246.  We are creating a 
list to submit to Duke Energy of all the utility box lids that need to be repaired or replaced in 

Mariemont.  In many cases, the blacktop or concrete around the edge of the lid has 
deteriorated.  
 
FLYING PIG  

Just a reminder that the Flying Pig Marathon will be coming through the Village on Sunday, May 5 th.  Please watch for road 
closings and drive carefully.  The runners always appreciate the support of Village residents.  
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ANYTHING GOES AT MARIEMONT HIGH SCHOOL 
I am not a critic, but I want to extend congratulations to all the students involved in Mariemont High School’s production of  

Anything Goes!  Every member of the cast and crew did an outstanding job!  As a member of the audience, I was thoroughly 
entertained and so pleased to see all the talent our young people possess.  I really enjoyed the show and want to thank everyone 
who was a part of it for providing us with such a great performance!   
 
EASTERN CORRIDOR OPPOSITION CONTINUES 
We continue to gain support from organizations, officials, and  individuals in our opposition of the  routing of the Eastern Corridor 

through the South 80 Gardens and Hiking Trail Park.  We were finally able to find out who ODOT reports to at the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHA).  That person is Adam Johnson and now the FHA has postponed the Section 106 review ODOT 
had scheduled.  The FHA said they need more information before ODOT moves forward with that next step.  Not only is this step 

very important in our struggle to keep the Eastern Corridor out of the Village, the regulations are very complex.  That is why we 
have enlisted the services of an attorney, Matt Fellerhoff, to represent the Village in this matter.  Mr. Fellerhoff will familiarize 
himself with the issues and will be available to assist us on an as-needed basis.  We will have legal representation and advice when 

the need arises, but will be able to minimize our legal expenses.  We want Mr. Fellerhoff to be kept abreast of all developments, but 
will be keeping a tight rein on his billable hours.  If this battle causes him to put in more hours than expected and/or a lawsuit has to 

be filed on behalf of the Village, I may need to ask for donations in the future to help cover his costs.  
 
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAM UPDATE 
In the Mayor’s Bulletin from February 2013, it was announced that a new Neighborhood Watch Program was being organized by 
residents Tim Jordan and Maggie Palazzolo.  In that issue of the bulletin, Mr. Jordan’s contact number was incorrect.  The correct 

number for Mr. Jordan is 276-8121.  We have also set up an e-mail for residents to use to ask questions or submit information to 
the Neighborhood Watch group.  That e-mail address is blockwatch@mariemont.org.  The Neighborhood Watch group plans to 
hold regular meetings.  We will let you know of the meeting schedule in future bulletins.  
 
ANNUAL FIRE HYDRANT TESTING ALERT  

The Mariemont Fire Department will begin its Spring Servicing of all fire hydrants. This year will be a little 
different than in the past. We will be “Flow Testing” all hydrants. This will allow the Department to obtain 

accurate pressure readings from each hydrant.  This process tends to stir up sediment in the water mains, which can 
make its way into your home. When running your water, you may notice that it looks rusty, but the fix is simple. If 
you open your faucets and let them run for a couple of minutes, it will clear up. This is not harmful and is in every 

water main. We ask that you check the clarity of your water before cooking, doing laundry or showering.  Should 
the rusty water make it into your washer before you notice it, you can contact the Cincinnati Water Works at 513-591-7700. They 
will take your information and can ship you a small bottle of solution (free of charge) to assist in removing the rusty water from 

clothing.   We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause during our testing. Should you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact the Fire Department at 513-271-4089. All testing should be completed by the second week in May.   
 
FARMERS MARKET RETURNS 

Because of the success of last year’s Farmers Market, we are holding it again this year on Fridays from 4 PM to 7 PM starting on 
May 17th and going through the end of October.  The market will be set up in the elementary school parking lot.   
 

VILLAGE-WIDE GARAGE SALE  
The annual Village-Wide Garage Sale will be held this year on Saturday, May 18th, from 8 AM to 4 PM.  All residents are welcome 
to participate,  simply set up your items in your  yard the day of the sale.  The Village will place an ad in the Enquirer and will 

place signs at the east and west entrances to the Village on Wooster Pike.   
 

NEW PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER 
CONGRATULATIONS and a big thank you to Carl Stich for chairing the Planning Commission for over 6 years!  

Carl has been appointed as a Judge to the Hamilton County Court of Common Pleas and therefore, has resigned 
from the Planning Commission.  Long-time Mariemont resident, Valerie Garber, will be replacing Carl.  As a 

retired attorney, Val is well-qualified to serve on the Planning Commission and we thank her for bringing her 
expertise to the commission. 
 
LAWN MOWER REPAIRS & RECYCLING PROGRAM 

Village resident, Mike Ring, can help you get ready for the mowing season.  Mike has a truck set up to do mower and other yard 
tool tune-ups and blade sharpening at your home.  He can be reached at 307-4302 or at 561-5196.  Don’t forget that Mike will also 
take your unwanted mower, make any necessary repairs to it, and donate it to a family in the Village who is in need of lawn 

equipment but does not have the resources to purchase it. 
   
MEN’S SOFTBALL 

A team sport available to those who are a little beyond their youth is the Mariemont Men’s Softball League.  

Games are played Sunday afternoons, starting the end of May and lasting through July.  Anyone interested in 

being a part of this fun should fill out the form below and return it to the Mayor’s office by May 10th.  

You may drop it off or mail to 6907 Wooster Pike, Mariemont, Ohio 45227.  If you have any 

questions; please feel free to call the Village office at 271-3246.  If you were on a team last year, you 

do not need to return this form.  Your manager will contact you.  New members will be contacted in 

early May with full details.  If you are new to the Village, this is a great way to meet your neighbors 

while having a lot of fun!   
          Sincerely,  

 
    

   Dan Policastro, Mayor 
                                                                                          

SOFTBALL REGISTRATION 

 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:____________________________________________________Phone:________________________ 
 

mailto:blockwatch@mariemont.org

